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COME	ON	CHILDREN-		
IT’S	TIME	TO	GET	ALONG!	

RABBI	BENJY	RICKMAN	
L’ilui	Nishmas	my	son	Naftoli	Meir	Z’’L	

Last week in the leining we heard the words of Bilom who proclaimed prophetically “Ma 
Tovu o’halecha”.  I think it is clear to all of us now, how precious our shuls, Batei 
Midrash and homes are.  The Chofetz Chaim wrote that if there would be absolute pure 
unity, even just in one beis medrash, that alone can be the catalyst for mashiach to 
come. Such is the immense power of unity to unlock the gates of shomayim. 

Let’s imagine for a moment a huge beis medrash, just one. Inside this building multiple 
copies of Shas are stacked on bookshelves. Siddurim large and small are piled neatly 
in the correct place. It feels like it should. But then you open your eyes and you notice 
that you’re literally surrounded by klal Yisroel. Yidden,Jews,Yehudim from every 
background are in this building. Davening is a harmony that sounds different to what 
you are used to, amen,omien,umine.  You look for familiar sites and you are confronted 
with a tapestry of colour and shapes.  
Does this sound utopian or dystopian?  

Surely this is the vision that we subscribe to in our tefilos, kibutz goliyos will bring home 
Jews from all over the world. At that time we will see co-religionists who are alive with 
Hashem, but who look and possibly sound different.  We are already into the Three 
Weeks and presumably some one has heard a shiur about the causes for the Churban 
and Sinas Chinom. Like the famous line from Rabbi Akiva ze klal gadol ba’Torah 
sometimes these ideas remain in the world of abstract thought, great principles but 
rarely dealt with in reality.  

According to the Arizal, before a person starts davening in the morning, he is to be 
mekabel upon himself the mitzva of v’ahavta l’rei’acha ka’mocha. There is a principle to 
the way Hashem interacts with us. Hashem wants to give us all the brochos we are so 
desperate for. However, that gift is contingent on one thing: on unity - achdus among 
Jews.  

When Jews are connected, the brocho can come. Machlokes and separation create a 
literal barrier that prevents the chesed from Hashem reaching us. Before we daven, we 
must strengthen ourselves in the Mitzvah of  v’ahavta l’rei’acha kamocha which breaks 
down all the barriers. 
Matan Torah needed k’ish echad b’lev echad, the Mishkon needed chatzi shekalim. 
Even the wicked king Achav was successful in battle due to the achdus in his camp. 
Achdus is fundamental to the Jewish experience. 
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The Rambam says the reason kol Yisroel achim, all Jews are brothers is because 
banim atem l’Hashem Elokeichem, we are like children of Hashem.  
If you love Hashem you love Jews. The way to judge how much a person loves 
Hashem (not to be confused with how many chumros a person keeps) is how much 
you love Jews.  We need to focus on what unites us, only then can there be true 
achdus. 
  
Unity must not be confused with uniformity. Uniformity, is not necessary to achieve 
Achdus. Living in harmony with others  does not mean similarity at all, but rather 
implies disparate elements coming together to make something more impressive than 
any single element could muster. We must attempt and then succeed in understanding 
one another. Achdus, and Judaism, does not mean giving up one’s individualism.  
The definition of the word achdus comes from the root word ach or “brother”. Achdus  
means “brotherhood” which might be defined as follows.  
If you know someone only vaguely, he is considered an acquaintance; if you know 
someone well, he is considered a friend; if you know someone really well, he becomes 
a brother to you. There is brotherhood when there is a common source and root shared 
amongst people. You may like your brother, you may not like him, but he is your brother 
all the same due to a deep-seated connection you both share. 
If we would recognise how much we share with each other, we would instantly feel that 
connection to each other.  

In Chapter 32 of Tanya, the Alter Rebbe quotes the rationale for ahavas Yisrael to be:  
“For they are all equal and they have one father. It is on account of this common root in 
the One Gd that all of Israel are called ‘brothers’ in the full sense of the word, only the 
bodies are distinct from each other.”  
There is a different metaphor found in the Talmud Yerushalmi, comparing Jews to the 
limbs of one body. If so, why does the Alter Rebbe not use this image?  The fact that all 
souls have one father shows that their father is one, but the Jews are in fact separate 
from each other, although they are brothers  and albeit that brothers have an essential 
bond, they are still separate people, whereas if Israel is described as one body, they 
don’t even have the differences as between brothers. 
 In truth, however, the level of achdus based on the fact that all Israel are equal 
because of their source in the One Gd is a greater level of achdus than when they are 
considered as one body. In one body, where the right hand and the left hand consider 
themselves part of the same body and would never strike each other, there 
nevertheless remains divisions and differences between the limbs. For example, the 
head is not on the same level as the foot, etc. Whereas regarding the level of unity 
based on all souls having one source in the one Gd: just as Hashem is One without any 
division whatsoever, so too, in essence, all souls which are a “part of Gd” are in fact an 
indivisible unity — one in all aspects .  

The Novi Zecharia in the 8th Perek quotes Hashem as saying : “I will rescue My people 
from the lands of the east and from the lands of the west, and I will bring them home to 
dwell in Jerusalem. They shall be My people, and I will be their G-d in truth and 
sincerity.” 
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This image doesn’t say that kibutz goluyos will happen followed by mandatory lessons 
in all being the same. Rather we have Jews, Yidden , Yehudim returning from all over 
the world and retaining their distinctiveness. This is the ultimate vision which leads to “ 
Thus said Hashem: The fast of the fourth month, the fast of the fifth month, the fast of 
the seventh month, and the fast of the tenth month shall become occasions for joy and 
gladness, happy festivals for the House of Judah; but you must love honesty and 
integrity.” 
If we want to transform our current situation and experience better times we need to 
start with making space for each other. As children of Hashem let us start showing our 
Abba that we can get along and more than that, that we truly love each other. There is 
a unique Torah program taking place on the Sunday before Tisha B’Ov. The organisers 
are bringing together Talmidei Chachomim from all over the world, under the banner of 
Vayichan. Every Torah community is represented. The change is happening, it’s up to 
you to decide if you want to be part of it. 

KEEP	THE	BROTHERHOOD	ALIVE	
RABBI	HENOCH	PLOTNIK	

Rav Yitzchak Ze’ev Soloveitchik ztz”l, the Brisker Rav, is renowned for the love and 
empathy he felt for all Jews. An anecdote (recorded in Toras Chaim on Pirkei Avos, 
page 58) illustrates the incredible achvah, brotherhood, that the Rav felt for Yidden, 
and how he inspired it in others. 

A Brisk resident, the father of a large family, was accused of tax evasion. If convicted, 
he faced a severe sentence of exile to Siberia, with its freezing cold, life-threatening 
conditions. The Brisker Rav summoned a prominent lawyer and informed him that he 
himself was in trouble for this crime. This irreligious lawyer was stunned. Despite his 
estrangement from his previously observant life, out of respect for the Rav, he offered 
to intervene at great personal expense and difficulty. 

The Rav then informed him that it was not actually he who was in trouble, but rather 
another Yid in town. The lawyer then rescinded his offer, until the Rav impressed upon 
him that this Yid’s troubles were his (i.e., the Rav’s), and that saving this Yid’s life was 
tantamount to saving his own. Incredibly, the lawyer agreed, on the condition that the 
Rav give him a brachah for success. The Rav gave his blessing, the lawyer 
succeeded, and the individual was spared. 

Aside from demonstrating his own devotion to a fellow Jew, Rav Yitzchak Ze’ev was 
teaching us that it was not only the Rav who was required to share in another Yid’s 
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pain. With this conviction, he inspired other Jews, of all walks of life, to put their own 
lives on the line and expend supreme efforts on behalf of their brethren. 

Indeed, the Rambam writes in hilchos teshuvah that we all have an obligation to 
heartily share in each other’s troubles and simchahs. If we do not, then even if we are 
otherwise 100 percent clean of sin, we cannot enter Olam Haba. Feeling achvah for 
other Yidden is not just an “extra”; it is the essence of who we are and what we aspire 
to, and it is our ticket to Olam Haba. 

Some recent events — namely, the joy of Reb Sholom Mordechai Rubashkin’s release, 
and the heartbreaking sorrow of the Azan fire — have provided us with the opportunity 
to tap into our deeply rooted feelings of brotherhood for our fellow Yidden. 

Immediately upon hearing the news of Reb Sholom Mordechai’s release, not only was 
our community euphoric, but deep, heartfelt feelings of genuine ahavas Yisrael were 
pouring out of so many Yiddishe hearts in a way that many of us have never 
experienced before. It made no difference that he adheres to a chassidus that many 
others do not. He is our brother, and we all felt it. 

Now that Rubashkinmania has died down somewhat, and we go back to saying 
“Acheinu kol beis Yisrael” with one less person in mind, it’s worth taking a step back 
and looking where we are at, and where we go from here. 

Rav Shlomo Brevda ztz”l related something he personally heard from the Chazon Ish 
that might give us something to reflect on as we go forward. Rav Brevda was once 
walking in Meah Shearim on a pitch-dark street, barely able to see where he was 
going, when he suddenly recalled that there was a very steep staircase that must be 
very close to where he was standing. He immediately caught himself, just as he felt his 
foot on the precipice of that very staircase. Nothing short of a miracle. He thanked 
Hashem for his good fortune and continued to his apartment for a night’s sleep, in 
preparation for his scheduled meeting with the Chazon Ish the next day. 

At the beginning of the visit, Rav Brevda told the Chazon Ish about his brush with 
danger the previous night, and, as the great oved Hashem he was, he expressed a 
feeling of great disappointment with himself. After having experienced such open 
Hashgachah pratis, he would have expected his awareness of Hashem to be so great 
that he would never forget what had happened, and that his temptation to veer from 
ratzon Hashem would be forever eradicated. Yet, to his surprise, he had awoken today 
the same person he was yesterday, pre-miracle. How could it be? 

The Chazon Ish told him he shouldn’t be surprised, as there is a special yetzer hara for 
people who have experienced open miracles to forget the inspiration and continue 
living their lives the same way as before. (One can conjecture that the reason is to 
preserve our bechirah. Otherwise, we might never sin again.) 
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We have to work on not allowing the yetzer hara to make us forget the inspiration of 
brotherhood that we’ve just experienced. Gedolei Yisrael model this for us. The 
biography of Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz ztz”l, entitled Mo’ach V’lev, describes how, when 
Palestinian terrorists were holding Rav Yitzchok Hutner ztz”l captive along with other 
Jewish hostages, Rav Chaim traveled around Eretz Yisrael, admonishing the tzibbur 
not to let up on their tefillos and to pierce the heavens for a yeshuah. In a hesped for a 
gadol who passed away during that time, he begged the niftar to go to the Kisei 
Hakavod and advocate for Rav Hutner’s release. Long after the yeshuah came, Rav 
Hutner related in a shmuess how he had been amazed by Rav Chaim’s extreme joy 
when they met, nearly two years after he was freed. 

We can glean some lessons about how to perpetuate the inspiration of brotherhood 
from the parshah of Yosef Hatzaddik and his brothers, which is exactly what Klal Yisrael 
was reading that joyful week of Reb Sholom Mordechai’s release. When Yosef and 
Binyamin embraced, the pasuk describes, they cried on each other’s necks. Chazal tell 
us that their cries were not of unbridled joy over their reunion, but rather over the 
destruction of the Batei Hamikdash and Mishkan Shiloh that would eventually be 
erected in their descendants’ sections of Eretz Yisrael. 

This interpretation begs an explanation. Would it be so terrible if they indeed shared 
tears of joy? Why would they utilize these precious moments to mourn, rather than 
savor the ecstasy of the moment to rejoice? Perhaps the lesson here is that instead of 
expending the inspiration of the moment on selfish joy, Yosef and Binyamin wanted to 
ensure, to the greatest extent possible, that a breach in brotherhood like the one that 
led to mechiras Yosef would never happen again. The second Beis Hamikdash was 
destroyed because of sinas chinam, and the Gemara tells us that even the period of 
Bayis Rishon had its fair share of sinas chinam as well. Perhaps, they felt, by infusing 
the DNA of their future generations with the inspiration of the moment and the profound 
feelings of brotherhood that their tears represented, the potential for churban, 
Rachmana litzlan, over lack of achvah could somehow be uprooted, or at least 
diminished. As we know, it wasn’t enough. But they refused to just allow the feeling to 
come and go. They had to try and foster them, and do something concrete with them. 

This actually reflects the advice of the Ramban, in his commentary on the pasuk, “Im 
ta’iru im te’oreru… ad shetechpatz.” The Ramban interprets those words homiletically 
to explain that when a person has an inspiration, he should not it let it slip away, but 
should channel it into a tangible cheifetz, or item. This is the key to maintaining and 
eternalizing inspiration. 

How valuable would it be if we took the surge of achvah from the joyous event of Reb 
Sholom Mordechai’s release, coming on the heels of our achvah as we joined in the 
sorrow of the devastating Azan tragedy, and channeled those feelings into a cheifetz? 
Would someone consider adopting a needy neighbor who may be elderly or infirm and 
giving them brotherly attention? Or perhaps redoubling efforts on behalf of a family that 
is agonizing over their child’s protracted search for a shidduch? Or how about a 

�6



student who doesn’t have a father to learn with? Can we make an effort to give him 
quality time as we would hope to give our own children? 

On the pasuk “kiyemu v’kiblu,” the Gemara tells us that Klal Yisrael reaccepted the 
Torah after the Purim miracle. How and where did that take place? Did they all gather in 
Shushan Stadium and declare “naaseh v’nishma” again? 

Perhaps this new kabbalas haTorah was their adoption of the new mitzvos hayom of 
Purim, which we continue to celebrate every year. They didn’t merely talk about the 
neis Purim. They resolved to do something by establishing krias haMegillah. And 
contrary to Haman’s indictment that we are “mefuzar u’meforad,” scattered around 
without unity, we rose to the challenge, as the pasuk says, “Lech kenos es kol 
haYehudim,” and we adopted the concrete mitzvos of mishloach manos and matanos 
l’evyonim for all generations. This is true kabbalas haTorah: taking the inspiration and 
eternalizing it with a concrete resolution. 

One of the hazards of public life is, quite frankly, public life. I have had my share of 
misunderstandings and disagreements with parents, mispallelim, and various others, 
which were quite difficult to smooth over until Purim. One mishloach manos (and this 
one should be brought in person, without a shaliach) can erase so much ill will like 
nothing else. It is an opportunity not to be missed. 

I have often encouraged my kehillah to make a point of davka sending a mishloach 
manos to someone with whom you do not have the best of relationships, someone who 
least expects it from you. What better opportunity to strengthen the bonds of achvah 
than by sending a friendly package on a day when we celebrate our eternal 
commitment to make others feel as if they are truly our friends, even when that 
friendship may have suffered some bumps and bruises. 

Even beyond Purim, Rashi tells us that the “marbim b’simchah” of Adar continues all 
the way through Pesach. Opportunities abound; we need only keep our eyes open. 
Achvah is in our reach. Let’s eternalize it now and forever. We did it then, we can do it 
now.  1
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                                  KIDS CORNER 

Action	Bingo:	Below	are	16	acts	of	kindness	in	your	home	or	outside	of	
it.	Once	you	complete	an	action,	cross	it	off	and	once	you	get	4	in	a	row	
you	reach	LOVE	and	get	one	step	closer	to	full	Ahavas	Yisrael!!	Bonus	
points	in	shamayim	if	you	complete	the	whole	board!!!!	

																		L					O				V					E	

Going	into	the	three	weeks	we	should	try	even	harder	with	our	Ahavas	Yisrael.		
Here	are	some	tips	to	help!	

Something	to	put	into	action	this	week:		
Show a little extra gratitude by saying thank you for the little things we take for granted.  
Thinking	question	of	the	week:		
Have you done the best you can in loving your fellow Jew?  2

    SHABBAT SHALOM!

 Please submit Ahavas Yisrael material to hkarben@gmail.com2
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