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THIS SUNDAY!



	 Parshas	Devarim/Tisha	B'Av	-		
	 	 	 	 Ahavas	Yisrael	

Rabbi	Avraham	Cohen	
One of the issues which we read about in this past week’s parshas (Matos-Masei) was 
the desire of the tribe of Reuven and the tribe of Gad to settle b’eivar ha’yarden (on the 
other side of the Jordan River, outside the Land of Israel proper) due to the fact that 
they had mikneh rav, abundant livestock. It seems that the land just west of Israel 
proper was well suited to grazing. Most of us are familiar with the classic Biblical 
commentaries on this episode, where these tribes are criticized for their emphasis on 
the material, even seeming to put the welfare of their flocks before the welfare of their 
families. 

However, I heard a fascinating vort from R’ Shmuel Silber shlit”a, in the name of R’ 
Simcha Bunim of Peshichah zt”l, which has the effect of turning this criticism on its 
head.  Instead of translating mikneh rav as “abundant livestock”, R’ Simcha gives a 
homiletic interpretation to these words, interpreting the Hebrew as “they had a kinyan 
(investment, as it were – a play on the word mikneh) in their Rav” – who was none other 
than Moshe Rabbeinu! What was this investment? Since Moshe Rabbeinu was barred 
from entering into the Land of Israel, these two tribes did not want to leave him alone; 
because of their great love and attachment to him, they wanted to stay b’eivar 
ha’yarden, hoping that that land would eventually become part of Eretz Yisrael proper, 
and then they and their beloved Rav would be reunited with the other tribes. Even 
though the drasha is somewhat ‘forced’, it bespeaks of R’ Simcha Bunim’s great love 
for the Jewish people, wanting to see only the good in all of their actions. 

I remember hearing a story from R’ Yissocher Frand shlit”a about the Apter Rebbe zt”l 
(known as the ‘”Ohev Yisroel - the Lover of Israel”) that was very similar in its intent: the 
Rebbe was wont to say that you can find an instance of the mitzvah of Ahavas Yisrael 
(a Biblical commandment to love your fellow Jew) in every single parshah in the Torah. 
The Rebbe’s chassidim wanted to know where in parshas Balak you could find such a 
teaching – having looked, but not having found. The Rebbe thought for a moment and 
then his face lit up. “Here, it is actually very simple,” he said. “The word ‘Balak’ itself is 
an acronym for the mitzvah v’ahavta l’rei’a’cha ka’mo’cha – you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself” [Leviticus 19:18]. 
Not wanting to be disrespectful to their Rebbe, the chassidim presented their Rebbe 
with an ‘obvious’ difficulty: “But Rebbe, isn’t the acronym of ‘Balak’ VEIS•LAMED•KUF, 
while the rashei taivos (initial letters) of v’ahavta l’rei’a’cha ka’mo’cha is 
VAV•LAMED•KAF?” [i.e. even though 2 out of the 3 letters sound the same (VEIS• VAV 
and KUF•KAF) the acronym is not grammatically correct!]. The Rebbe responded, “My 
dear chassidim, you are most certainly correct. But if you are going to be makpeed 
(exacting) on every little detail when it comes to Ahavas Yisrael, then you will never be 
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able to fulfill this mitzvah.” In a homiletic sense, then, one must be able to overlook 
certain defects in our fellow Jews in order to find love for them in our hearts – and this 
is true in every relationship. 
It is a custom during the summer months for Jews around the world to say over a 
chapter of Pirkei Avos on Shabbos afternoon. Just a few weeks ago we learned in a 
mishnah about ten miracles that were performed for those who visited the holy Temple 
in Jerusalem. One of them was, “Ohm’dim tze’fu’fim, u’mish’ta’cha’vim r’va’chim – the 
people stood (in the Temple courtyard) crowded together, but when they prostrated 
themselves, there was ample space for all” [Pirkei Avos 5:5]. Yet another Rebbe, Rav 
Menachem Mendel of Kotzk zt”l comments that this mishnah offers a powerful life 
lesson: If a person will never yield to another, then even standing erect with his chaver 
he will feel crowded in; but if we are willing to yield and accept others’ opinions (i.e. by 
‘bowing’ and showing humility), then everyone will have enough space to live 
comfortably. 

Finally, in a contemporary commentary from the Aish website, Rabbi Efrem Goldberg 
(Boca Raton Synagogue) writes about the very strong opinions coursing through our 
community with regard to this year’s presidential election. He quotes the Gemarah 
[Yoma 53a] where we learn that at the conclusion of the Amidah (the silent Shmoneh 
Esrei), “one must take three steps backwards and only then pray for peace.” In the 
name of R’ Menachem Benzion Zaks, R’ Goldberg writes that we cannot pray for nor 
achieve peace if we are not willing to step back a little and make room for others and 
their opinions, their tastes and personalities. We bow to the left and we bow to the right, 
giving deference (as it were) to those who are not just straight ahead on our path, but 
at odds with our perception of being politically correct. We must not sacrifice our love 
for one another on the altar of national politics. 

Beginning this Wednesday night and continuing through Thursday (until nightfall) we 
will observe the fast of Tisha b’Av, commemorating the tragic anniversary of the 
destruction of both holy Temples in Jerusalem. We are told that the Bais Hamikdash 
was destroyed because of sinas chinam, i.e. baseless hatred – intense dislike and 
disrespect based on petty factors that became the cause of friction between one Jew 
and his brother, one Jew and her sister; a friction which erupted into flames when the 
holy Temples were destroyed and burnt to the ground. We are also told that the Bais 
Hamikdash will be rebuilt because of ahavas chinam, i.e. baseless love and acts of 
kindness between one Jew and another. 

Perhaps we can work harder – really, much harder – to focus our energies and 
emotions into acts of Ahavas Yisrael, thinking of the lessons taught to us by our holy 
teachers: R’ Simcha Bunim of Peshichah zt”l, the Apter Rebbe zt”l (the ‘”Ohev Yisroel”), 
Rav Menachem Mendel of Kotzk zt”l – and by our contemporary teachers, enumerated 
above. When we really believe, “Acheinu kol bais Yisrael – all the Jewish people are 
brothers (and sisters)”, then G-d will believe in us, seeing that we are ready at long last 
for the Final Redemption, bem’hei’rah b’ya’mainu, and the rebuilding of our sorely 
missed Bais Hamikdash. 
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A Perspective on What Has Been Lost
Recently, I was reminded of a ‘famous’ Midrash about how G-d offered the Torah to all 
the nations of the world before it was finally accepted by the Jewish people (there is an 
oblique reference to this Midrash in the Gemara Taanis 25a). In somewhat abbreviated 
form, here is the main thrust of the Midrash [Sifrei on Deut. 33:2]: 
When G-d wanted to give the Torah to Israel, He offered the Torah not to Israel alone, 
but to all the nations of the world. 
First G-d went to the descendants of Esav and said to them, “Will you accept the 
Torah?” They responded, “What is written in it?” God said to them, “You shall not 
murder” [Exodus 20:13]. They replied, “Master of the Universe, the very essence of our 
people is inexorably bound up with murder; we are not able to accept Your Torah.” 
G-d then went to the descendants of Ammon and Moav and said to them, “Will you 
accept the Torah?” They responded, “What is written in it?” G-d replied, “You shall not 
commit adultery” [Exodus 20:13]. They replied, “Master of the Universe, the very 
essence of our people inexorably bound up with adultery; we are not able to accept 
Your Torah.” 
G-d then went to the descendants of Ishmael and said to them, “Will you accept the 
Torah?” They responded, “What is written in it?” G-d replied,, “You shall not 
steal” [Exodus 20:13]. They replied, “Master of the Universe, the very essence of our 
people is inexorably bound up with stealing and robbery; we are not able to accept the 
Torah.” 
And so, there was no nation that God approached and asked if they would accept the 
Torah – and who were able to accept the Torah and the conditions therein. 
Finally, God came to Israel. After hearing G-d’s offer, they replied, “We will do and we 
will hear/obey” [Exodus 24:7]. 

A Midrash which is simply stated – almost humorous in the brutally honest answers 
given by the nations – but with a profound message nevertheless staring up at us from 
the printed page. 
In essence, the ‘nations’ of the world said to G-d at that critical juncture in time, “Look – 
thanks, but no thanks. You see, we would rather live and do what we want to do, and 
we don’t want to be bound by a set of rules imposed upon us by G-d … or by any other 
authority, for that matter. This is who we are; it’s in our genes, you know!” 
But Israel answers, “We will do and we will hear (na’a’she v’nish’ma). This is a hard 
thing that You are asking of us, but what’s really important is that we get to have this 
special, practically intimate, relationship with You – Creator and Master of the World! 
No matter who we are now, we can change and become greater still. No matter what 
the challenge inherent in accepting the Torah, we know that spiritual greatness is only 
acquired through challenge. By making ourselves the vessel for expressing Your will in 
this world, we know we will achieve the greatest happiness possible, making a sound 
investment in becoming truly rich – in the broadest sense of the word.” 

There is no great sacrifice in simply doing whatever it is you want to do - no hint of 
righteousness in living one’s life while serving only oneself. Of course, there are times 
where we forego our own wants because we defer to someone we love, and this is 
greater than living only to please oneself. But to elevate one’s life-purpose to serve the 
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A-lmighty and to do His will in this world – even if I don’t completely understand the 
commandment or its ultimate end result – is truly revolutionary! 
Every time I do a mitzvah, whether in service to G-d or to my fellow man, I embody that 
Jewish ideal established at the outset of matan Torah, namely:  To forge a unique bond 
with my Creator and through this service to bring Peace and Redemption to the entire 
world. Rashi zt”l tells us that the place names listed at the beginning of this week’s 
parshah are really allusions to those times when the Jewish people fell short of this 
mark. Lost opportunities. 
However, the most tragic loss we have endured with regards to lost opportunities, of 
forging a bond with the Creator and of performing our Service to Him at the highest 
levels – has been the destruction of the Bais Hamikdash and exile from our homeland. 
For this, we must mourn. May it be Your will that we see the Geulah Shleimah 
bim’hai’rah b’ya’mai’nu!  1

 Article originally from BaltimoreJewishLife.com. Written by Avraham Cohen1
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	AHAVAS	YISRAEL	
RABBI	BARUCH	SIMON	

Parshas Vayigash is usually read within the week of Asara B’Teves, the day on 
which the Babylonians laid siege to Jerusalem. This concurrence can be 
explained by the fact that the idea of Ahavas Yisroel (loving our fellow Jew), 
which permeates Parshas Vayigash, is crucial in understanding Asara B’Teves.  
Parshas Vayigash recounts the story of the reunification of Yosef with his 
brothers. The Ohr HaChayim HaKadosh points out that Yosef twice told his 
brothers “Ani Yosef,” or that “I am Yosef,” and the second time he added 
“acheichem,” meaning that “I am your brother” (Bereishes 45:3- 4). The Ohr 
HaChayim explains that Yosef repeated this phrase twice, because while the 
brothers were embarrassed at the fact that they had sold Yosef, they did not 
truly believe that this person was their brother. Therefore, Yosef addressed both 
concerns by telling them that he is Yosef, and despite the fact that they sold him 
into slavery, he always loved them and would deal with them as a loving brother. 
This highlights the importance of Ahavas Yisroel. 
Regarding the midah of Ahavas Yisroel, Yosef serves as a role model for all of 
Klal Yisroel. Yosef did not take revenge on his brothers, but instead tried to 
inspire and create a loving relationship. He assuaged their fears and told them 
that everything turned out well in the end. Just as Yosef was careful when 
addressing his brothers’ feelings, every individual must be sensitive to others. 
This was the greatness of Yosef and is the epitome of Ahavas Yisroel. 
The Maharal writes that a person who loves Hashem will look to love all of his 
“children.” Thus, a person who hates other people is in essence showing his 
hatred of God, as he displays his disgust for something God created in His own 
image. As people are unable to comprehend Hashem’s master plan for 
everybody in this world, they must show love to all God’s creations and not 
harbor hatred for anyone. As it is written in the Midrash, all Hashem wants from 
the Jewish People is that they should love, honor, and respect each other. 
Before examining the connection between Parshas Vayigash and Asara B’Teves, 
a closer inspection of the fast-day is necessary. The Lubavitcher Rebbe, zt"l, 
once commented that during the siege on Asara B’Teves, there was a 
tremendous opportunity for the Jewish people to unite in time of pain and 
sorrow. The Rebbe remarked that if the Jews would have united, the Temple 
would not have been destroyed. However, the Jews were unsuccessful and their 
failure directly resulted in the Churban HaBayis. 
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The Talmud Yerushalmi writes that in any generation, if the Temple is not rebuilt, 
it is considered as if it had been destroyed in that generation. Every Asara 
B’Teves, Hashem decides if the Temple will be rebuilt that year, or if the Temple 
will again be “destroyed.” Therefore, Asara B’Teves is not just a day mourning 
the Babylonian siege of Yerushalayim, but is instead a day of introspection 
looking at the possibility of correcting our sins, resulting in the rebuilding of the 
Bais Hamikdash. 
After explaining the importance of Asara B’Teves as a day of introspection and 
correction, it is clear why Parshas Vayigash is read during that week. Parshas 
Vayigash recounts the story of Yosef and his brothers, a story permeating with 
the idea of Ahavas Yisroel. Hashem demands from Klal Yisroel that they accept 
Yosef as their role model in loving all fellow Jews. If the people of the Jewish 
Nation can learn to respect and love each other, then they are in essence 
“correcting” the mistake of Asara B’Teves, when Am Yisroel was unable to create 
a strong level of unity. 
We pray that Hashem should decide that this Tisha B’Av should be a time of joy 
and happiness instead of a time of sorrow and mourning.  2

 Rabbi Baruch Simon. Ahavas Yisrael This material originally appeared on www.YUTorah.org.2
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                         KIDS CORNER 

While	in	the	9	days	we	should	try	even	harder	with	our	Ahavas	Yisrael.		
Here	are	some	tips	to	help!	

Something	to	put	into	action	this	week:		
	1.	Think	of	your	goals	you	created	last	week	for	your	Ahavas	Yisrael.	Come	up	with		
						practical	ways	in	which	you	will	accomplish	those	goals.	
	2.	Come	up	with	a	new	set	of	goals	on	how	you	can	help	the	broader	Jewish		
				community	with	Ahavas	Yisrael		
Thinking	question	of	the	week:		
Look	back	at	where	you	were	last	year	before	Tisha	B’av,	have	you	grown	in	your	
Ahavas	Yisrael	if	not,	how	will	you	improve	your	Ahavas	Yisrael	for	the	coming	
year? 	3

     SHABBAT SHALOM!

 Please submit Ahavas Yisrael material to hkarben@gmail.com3
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